
Woman Troubles

Due to the fact that a tax-money-funded public education proposes to serve the children 
of a large number of voting citizens, schools and the issues surrounding them often become 
primary components of a political hopeful’s soapbox.  Many a declaration directed at schools, 
teachers, and education in general, gets made during the heat of a fiery political campaign.

Hoping to garner media attention while attracting votes from the ultra-conservative, 
perhaps made brave by the thrill of speech-making, recently a political candidate proclaimed 
that, well – in his view?  A critical element for improving our nation’s public education would be 
the calculated removal of all single and/or gay women from the classroom.  Presumably, this 
could help protect our nation’s students from the dangerous influences of an uncontrolled (and 
morally unbounded) feminine behavior.   

(Oh.  You know how women get.  
Especially when not receiving the attentions of a good man.)

	
 “So,” was the response of an unusually discerning television commentator. “There goes 
two-thirds of America’s teaching force.”
	
 Should anyone take a moment to stop, and, in stopping, contemplate who, in our country, 
is most likely to make the career decision to teach – well, that person would likely come to the 
conclusion that, by and large?  America’s public school teaching force is female.  Annually 
published census studies bear this out: In more than a few states, around eighty percent of our 
country’s public school educators are, and, for the larger part of a full century, now, have 
traditionally been, women.  

Quite a few?  
Are single.  
Some, undoubtedly, are gay.

	
 Perhaps more importantly, it is not typically your shy, inverted, subservient or quiet 
portion of our nation’s female population who, with an intrepid self-possession, head directly 
into life as an educator.  Taking a little more time; stopping yet another minute; continuing to 
think: Common sense might suggest that quite often the women who choose public school 
teaching as a career tend more toward the outspoken, self-confident type of female.  In fact, 
teachers in general, male or female, gay or straight, married or unmarried – well, most have a 
tendency to be self-confidently forthright. 

Not only forthright, but creative, extroverted and outgoing.
Resourceful, passionate, inventive and unique.  
Absolutely, and incontrovertibly:  
Individuals.   
Massively and irrefutably evaluating forthright, creative, extroverted, outgoing, 

resourceful, passionate and inventively unique individuals?
Well, now. 
That could be a real problem.


