
Visibly Hidden

As a child, my son received a generous amount of attention from his grandfather.  
Enjoying time spent with his first grandson, Grandpa appeared to have an unlimited supply of 
energy.  

One evening, however?
It was clear that Grandpa was losing just a little bit of steam.  
In the course of an already long-running game of Hide and Seek, little footsteps pattering 

gleefully in slippery pajamaed feet, my two-year-old scurried excitedly into the kitchen.  Stifling 
a giggle, conspicuously he “hid” himself under the kitchen table.  Taking advantage of the 
moment, Grandpa stretched out his turn as finder by wandering leisurely about the house, 
pondering loudly: “Oh, my, where could he be?”

Next to the kitchen table was a door which led to the basement.  Upon finally entering the 
kitchen, Grandpa stopped beside the table and opened the basement door.  As he stood looking 
down into the shadows of the stairwell, he cleared his throat and began to speculate: “Oh, my; I 
wonder if he went down there?” 	


Leaning up against the wall, he allowed a few more seconds to pass before he added: 
“Oh, it’s awfully dark down there.  I wonder if he did go down?”

“Well!” was the frustrated assertion of a little voice from underneath the kitchen table: 
“You could turn on the light!”

Ah.  Shedding light on an obvious conundrum.  
Such a logical, if often purposefully and even dexterously avoided action.  Not so long 

ago in the political realm, a presidential hopeful got himself into a little mess when he pointed to 
meticulously written conservative proposals and labeled them exactly what they were: A clear 
attempt, he stated, at “social engineering.”  Although this type of a political manipulation – an 
intentional maneuvering where lawmakers seated at any point along the ideological spectrum do 
what they can to influence legislation bent in the direction of personal (and too often outsider-
lobbied) beliefs – was far from a historically unseen or hidden activity, the publicly blatant use of 
these words threw glaring light onto an age-old and less than savory truth.  

In theory elected to serve others?  
Much too often politicians act to protect narrowly personal agendas. 
“Today,” commented a journalist, taking note of not only this candidate’s undisguised 

statement, but the immediacy of a piercingly negative reaction generated by his peers: “Well, 
today the worst political gaffe is a direct articulation of glaringly visible truth.”  

And as, year after year, a painstakingly “unseen” social engineering now attached itself 
assertively to our nation’s attempt at a hard-hitting, no-excuses, test-score-based educational 
accountability? 

Glaring, can’t-miss-it truth – no matter how visible, no matter how hard to miss:
Was ever more skillfully evaded.


